
Holy Family Readers:  2012 Book Picks 

February:  Come, Creator Spirit by Fr. Rainiero Cantalamessa 

This book describes the Church’s experience of the Spirit of today, as well as the 

past. The biblical and theological base of the hymn opens the reader to the 

perspectives and inspirations in this book. Its vision of the Holy Spirit in the 

history of salvation emerges as the reader progresses through the reading. In the 

celebration of the ecumenical character of Veni Creator, this book draws from 

Orthodox, Protestant, and Catholic traditions for all those who wish to seek a 
better understanding of the Holy Spirit. 

  

    March:  Gods and Kings by Lynn Austin 

Gods and Kings is the story of King Hezekiah, heir to the throne of King David. 

When his evil father plots to sacrifice him, Hezekiah's mother, Abijah, searches 

frantically for a way to save him. But only two men can help her, and neither of 

them seems trustworthy. In a time and place engulfed by violence, treachery, and 

infidelity to Yahweh, Abijah and her son must discover the one true Source of 

strength if they are to save themselves and their country. Book 1 of Chronicles of 

the Kings. 

 

April:  Flannery O’Connor:  The Complete Stories 

The publication of this extraordinary volume firmly established Flannery O'Connor's 

monumental contribution to American fiction. There are thirty-one stories here in 

all, including twelve that do not appear in the only two story collections O'Connor 

put together in her short lifetime--Everything That Rises Must Converge and A Good 

Man Is Hard to Find.  

 

 

 

May:  Bonhoeffer:  Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy 

Tracing Bonhoeffer's developing call to be a Jeremiah-like prophet in his own time 

and a growing understanding that the church was called "to speak for those who 

could not speak," Metaxas details Bonhoeffer's role in religious resistance to Nazism, 

and provides a compelling account of the faith journey that eventually involved the 

Lutheran pastor in unsuccessful attempts to assassinate Hitler. Insightful and 

illuminating, this tome makes a powerful contribution to biography, history and 

theology. 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/come-creator-spirit-meditations-the-veni/raniero-cantalamessa/9780814628713/pd/628710
http://www.amazon.com/gp/reader/1595552464/ref=sib_dp_pt


   

 

 June:  Tattoos on the Heart by Fr. Gregory Boyle 

 

For twenty years, Gregory Boyle has run Homeboy Industries, a gang-intervention 

program located in the Boyle Heights neighborhood of Los Angeles, the gang 

capital of the world. In Tattoos on the Heart, he distills his experience working in 

the ghetto into a breathtaking series of parables inspired by faith.  These essays 

about universal kinship and redemption are moving examples of the power of 

unconditional love and the importance of fighting despair. Gorgeous and uplifting, 

Tattoos on the Heart reminds us that no life is less valuable than another. 

 

(No book in July…..August is a long one!) 

 

  August:  The Father’s Tale by Michael O’Brien     (Recommended by Fr. Nagel) 

Canadian bookseller Alex Graham is a middle-age widower whose quiet life is turned 

upside down when his college-age son disappears without any explanation or trace 

of where he has gone. With minimal resources, the father begins a long journey that 

takes him for the first time away from his safe and orderly world. As he stumbles 

across the merest thread of a trail, he follows it in blind desperation, and is led step 

by step on an odyssey that takes him to fascinating places and sometimes to 
frightening people and perils.  

http://books.google.com/books?id=aMsi4uhsdeEC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0

